
Return to: 
 
BLM Carlsbad Field Office 
620 East Greene Street 
Carlsbad, NM 88220 

Need more information? 
Ochoa Mine Project  EIS Lead 
BLM Carlsbad Field Office 
620 East Greene St. 
Carlsbad, NM 88220 
(575) 234-5972 
Email: blm_nm_cfo_comments@blm.gov  
Website: http://www.nm.blm.gov/cfo/ochoaMine/ 

Please Join Us! 
Public Scoping Meetings 

Date/Time: January 23, 2012 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Pecos River Village Conference Center, 711 Muscatel Drive, Carlsbad, NM 
 
Date/Time: January 24, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Location: Jal Community Center, 109 W Panther Avenue, Jal, NM  

 
Date/Time: January 24, 2012 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Hobbs, NM (please check the project website or Hobbs News-Sun for location) 

What is the Ochoa Potash Mine Project? 
InterconƟnental Potash CorporaƟon (USA) (ICP) is proposing to develop a new mine in southern Lea County, 
New Mexico, to extract polyhalite ore for the producƟon of the sulfate of potash (SOP) for use as ferƟlizer. 
The proposed project is located on land managed by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). The BLM Carlsbad Field Office has determined that an environmental impact statement 
(EIS) is required to analyze the potenƟal environmental impacts of the proposed project before the agency 
makes a decision on whether to allow the proposed project to proceed. The EIS will be prepared under the 
guidance of the BLM Carlsbad Field Office as the lead agency and decision‐maker. 
There are two primary operaƟons to get the ore to a finished ferƟlizer product. The first operaƟon is to mine 
raw polyhalite approximately 1,500 feet underground in the Rustler FormaƟon. Once mined, the polyhalite is 
hoisted to the surface and transported to the processing faciliƟes where it is crushed, calcined, leached, and 
granulated to produce SOP, the saleable product. The final product would be moved by truck to a load‐out 
facility near Jal, New Mexico, to be loaded on trains and shipped to distributors selling to farmers.  
ICP submiƩed a proposed Mine Plan of OperaƟons to the BLM to extract polyhalite ore for the next 50 years. 
The total water demand for the Ochoa Project is projected to be approximately 2,000 gallons per minute 
supplied by deep, non‐potable, brackish water from the Capitan Aquifer. The source of the water would be 
one of the three well fields shown in the map below. 
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Ochoa Mine Project EIS Timeline 
 Shaded boxes indicate public comment opportunities. 

 We are here 

    Ochoa Mine Project Environme

Winter 2012 Summer 2013 Winter 2013 – 2014 

How can I be involved in the EIS process? 
Public parƟcipaƟon is a key component to preparing a sound NEPA document. AƩend the scoping meeƟngs 
scheduled for your area to learn more about the project. The meeƟngs will provide the opportunity to ask 
quesƟons, express any concerns, and submit your comments. At the meeƟng, be sure to sign in and request 
to have your contact informaƟon placed on the project mailing list. You may also submit comments and 
request to be added to the mailing list using the comment form enclosed with this BulleƟn. This will 
ensure that you are kept up‐to‐date on project acƟviƟes and will receive noƟces about future ways to 
provide input. 

You are encouraged to parƟcipate and provide comments during the public review period of the DraŌ EIS. 
If you are on the mailing list, you will be noƟfied when the DraŌ EIS is completed and available for review. 

The EIS Timeline below idenƟfies points in the NEPA process for providing your comments. 

How will the EIS be prepared? 
Under the requirements of the federal NaƟonal Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, an EIS is prepared 
for major federal acƟons that may have a significant effect on the environment. The federal lead agency with 
jurisdicƟon over the project (in this case, the BLM) is responsible for the preparaƟon of the EIS. The EIS will 
assess and document the potenƟal environmental, cultural, social, economic, and other effects of the pro‐
posed project. 

The BLM has elected to use a contractor to prepare this EIS, a pracƟce commonly used by the BLM and other 
federal agencies. Under this process, a private contractor is selected by the lead agency (BLM) to prepare the 
document under the direcƟon of the lead agency and in compliance with agency policies and guidelines. 

The BLM will directly supervise the contractor to ensure that the EIS is consistent with NEPA and its imple‐
menƟng regulaƟons. Furthermore, the BLM is responsible for final acceptance of the DraŌ and Final EIS and 
the Record of Decision, which will be signed by the authorized BLM representaƟve. 
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Tips for Providing 
EffecƟve Comments 

 Submit your comments on potenƟal impacts 
and ideas for project alternaƟves. 

 Review the BLM website, monitor local 
newspapers, aƩend public meeƟngs, and 
become familiar with the proposed project. 

 Provide substanƟve and concise wriƩen 
comments. 

 Learn about the NEPA process and when in 
the process agencies will receive comments. 

 Keep your comments focused on the specifics 
of the proposed project under consideraƟon. 

 Become familiar with the responsibiliƟes of 
the federal agency decision‐makers. 

 Submit your comments within the 
Ɵmeframes announced. This helps the agency 
include all concerns in the EIS. 

 Make sure that you are on the EIS mailing list 
to receive noƟficaƟon of public meeƟngs and 
project informaƟon. 

 
Your parƟcipaƟon is an important part of the  

decision‐making process! 
 

What is scoping? 
The first step in preparing the EIS is to iniƟate scoping, a process of introducing the proposed project to the 
public and soliciƟng their concerns and comments 

The scoping process begins once a federal lead agency has decided to prepare an EIS and the NoƟce of In‐
tent to prepare an EIS is published in the Federal Register. Scoping is the process of acƟvely acquiring input 
from the public and other interested federal, state, tribal, and local agencies. InformaƟon gained during 
scoping assist the federal agency in idenƟfying potenƟal environmental issues, alternaƟves, and miƟgaƟon 
measures associated with development of the proposed project. The process provides a mechanism for 
narrowing the scope of issues, so that the EIS can focus the analysis on areas of high interest and concern. 
Therefore, public parƟcipaƟon in the scoping process is a vital component to preparing a sound NEPA docu‐
ment. The scoping process provides the public and agencies opportuniƟes for meaningful involvement in 
the decision‐making process.  

January 2012  Page 3
   

 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



