APPENDIX A

Agency and Public Coordination



February 4, 2003 By Fax and by Regular Mail

Southwast Environmantal Resources LLC
PO # BE41
Santa Fe, NM 87502

ATTENTION: BRENDA MARTINEZ

Thank you for the opporiunity to make comments on the proposed crossing at South
Meadows Drive Extension # ST-7549 (276), CN7322

El Camino Real River Connection (CRRC) wants the following considerations ta be
taken into account.

RESIDENTS The opinion of the residents of the area should be given first consideration
in all aspects of such a proposal as they are mosi directly affeciad.

HISTORIC The Santa Fe River iz part of the National Historic Trail, El Caming Real de
Tierra Adentro. Any crossing should be physically and artistically sensitive 1o and
represantative of the historic nature of thés river corridor.

ENVIRONMENTAL The environmental impact and design of any crossing or road
should involve experts on river restoration and stabilization such as the Santa Fe
Watarshed Association.

PEDESTRIAN / BICYCLE PATH Any proposed vehicle crossing should nclude a
planning process that includes CRRC affiliates for a possible public pedestrianbicycle
crogsing and under-pass,

Approximately a hundred yvards east of the current Agua Fria / South Meadows
alignment with the Santa Fe River stands exists a stand of cottorwoods and a small
park-lika setting. This natural sethng shall not be disturbed, A road or crossing here
would be inappropriate.

ATV'S and NONCONFORMING MOTORIZED TRAFFIC There is & serious problem
with ATV and other nan-conforming motorized vehicles in the area parmitting rapid
degradation of the nver and surrounding area. Any crossing or road shall restrict accass
to the maximum any non-canforming molorized traffic axcept 1o allow for the for health,
safety and public weifare such as rescue or police vehicies.

Respectfully,




Santa Fe Watershed

Association

February 7, 2003

Brenda Martinez

Southwes: Environmental Resources LLC
PO Box 6841

Santa Fe, NM, 87502

Re:  South Meadows Drive crossing of Santa Fe River

Drear Ms. Martinez,

With regard 10 the proposed crossing of the Santa Fe River: whatever location is selected for the
crossing, we urge you to bridge the river with a clear span rather than having med-channel
support. Structures within the channel are problematic, often creating erostonal/depositional
dynamics that are damaging 1o the public work in question as well as posing problems for tiver
restoration efforts. We would also ask that you minimize the distance that the road would follow
the river, in order to preserve the quality of wildlifie habitat that we plan to be restoning in the
river, as well as the quality of the recreational experience on fulure river (rails

Sincerely,
(signed)

Paiga Anna Gram
Executive Director
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Febeuary 5, 2063

Hrenda Mariinez, President
Routhwest Environmenial Resources
P Box 6841

Santa Fe, NM 87502

RE: South Meadows Dirive Extcnsion
Projeci #8T-7549 (2763, CN 7322

[ear Ms Martines.

Thank-you for informing county planning stalf regarding the public mecting fos the proposed
extension of South Meadows Dinve and for providing us with the PowerPoant presentation
necessary o evalante the project

After reviewing the feasibiliny stady thar yowr growp has prepared for the propesed road
crnnection between Agua Fria Stnesl and the frontage road for MM 590, und in the light of the
pertinent sections of Lhe Santa Fe Urban and Extraterritorial Future Hoads Plan, staff of the
Planning Division of Santa Fe County have the following comments and comcems.

Tl strategic considerations that the Arerial Roads Task Force (ARTF) has expressed in the Plan
include the conviction that a twe lane artersal road netwirk 15 “both desirable and feasible”™. The
ARTF conclisdes that all futere soads, including the South Meadows extension, ane viohle as sole
tw lane romds, “even if future development of the region is unexpectedly imense”.
Consequently. county planning staff is concersed that the proposed road north of the river pof be
exparded to more than two lanes ot any foture date, The B0 fool ighi-of-way thia has been
acepuired north of the tiver could poseibly accommodate such an expansion, bat such an
capansion would be at odds with the intent of the Plan

The ARTF has ideatified the extension of South Meadows road, across the river, o NM 300 a5
first priceity (or the Agua Fria Sub region. 11 s important wabe residents of ihe Agus Frin dred
thiat the road be connected all the way through o Airport Reacd to avosd unsafe conditions in the
neaghborhood of Jewwez Road, Ciuzens have expressed iheir concem al public mestings and by
providing & petition with over 100 signatures from area residents.  Although the connection
throwgh to Airport Road 15 nol within the parview of this project, it should be omphacized that the
aptimal selution for raffic flow in this area is 10 complete the connection through o Asrpont
Rl

Planning staff recommend that an off the rosd trail be incorporated ino the 80 foot right-of-way
north of the Santa Fe Rives, The current design is inadequate to aatisfy the recommendations of
the ARTF {p. 35}
SL01L Trails or shdewalks shall scersnpany all anerial, minor anenal, eslleoor and sub-collector
rrats. Where a City or County Traiks Plan s m effect, all trml comections prescribed by
such plams shall be provided,

102 Grant Avenue  + PO.Box 276+ Sanla Pe, Mew Mexico 87500276+ 505-986-6215 - PAX: S05-986-6059




LAk Off-the-road trarl systemn ane preferabilie; therefors, Critersan L0} may be cabishiod by an
imermal trail system providing equivalent connectivity.”

O the: four possible alignments presemed, planning staff has priocitized their choices as follows:

I Aligament C2. This alignment avoids the appearance of the extension of the frondage
rond along MM 599 and brings greater visibility to the Sant Fe River corridor as long as
the r-o-w abuts the River corridor on the south. The Santa Fe County Crowth
Management Plan calls for the restoration and development of the Santa Fe River as an
open space corridor, The (2 alignment allows for more possibilities for erails aml
pedestrian access along the river. A betler altemative to C2 would be o align the new
roud sowth of the small parcels and set back from the Noodplam of the river. This new
alvernative woubd abes eliminate the need 1o sceommoeodate the land owners of the four
lemg lots

(X

Alignment C is the next preferable aliemative.

1 Alignment B creates problem of access and design for future development of the large
property. Success of the design is developer dependent.

4. Alignment A would create access problems for adjacent developments os well as
creating the problam of essentinlly extending the NM frontage road. The extension of
the rontage rosd s problematic in berms of visual end noise mpacts.

Flanning staff would liks 1o emphasize that the ARTF designated the constraction of South
Mizadow Drive Extension, from Airpon Road 1o NM 599 as highest priority for this Sub region.
The road is planned as o two lape arterial with requirements for pedestion and bicycle tmils
withen the right-of way. As currently conceived. the plan for the roadway north of the river does
not accommodate the required trails.

Bincenaly.

Spty XAG

Judy 4. MoCaowan
Senior Planner
Santn Fe County Planning Division

Xe: Jock Kolkmeyer, Plarming Division Director
Hemman Ab:_'.lu. Lamd Ulse Admimistrasr
Beth Mills, GIS Planper
Hobert Griego, Commumnity Planner




Uiited States Department of Agriculture

ONRCS

200 Jutterson MHE

Al uarque, Mew Mesco. 57108

Phones (205] TE1-4400 Fax: (G05) Te1-4409
W il e LS ubdiugoy

Jangary 23, 2003

Brenda Maninez

SW Environmental
PO Box 6841

Santa Fe, New Mexico
87502

Regarding the “South Meadows Drive Extension™, Project # 5T-7349 (270), ON 7322
Diear Ma. Martingz:
The bridge over the Santa Fe river could have several resources concem areas associated with it
Floodplains must be maintained to allow for adequate over bank flooding to sustain any Hiparian
vegelation next (o the mver, Many benefits ocour from the nparian zone such as reduction of
downstream ood energy, sediment reduction, incressed bank water mfilration and wildlife
habyitat,

Restrictions in the river and foodplain due o bridges have caused increased energy downstream,
increased sediment, increased bridge maintenance und reductions of wildhie halbitat,

Wetlands must be avouded if present,
There are no prime farmlands in this area,

Cultural resources may be bocated in the wren andd the right of way must be sarveped. A
check of the datahase will provide an indication of the amowms of resources in the area.

Thunk you for the opportunity 1o comment.

Sincerely,

M

H'.ﬂSEN PO TREVING I
Biate Conservat konist

The Righura’ Resources Consenation Servioe prosides ieerthiz i s petrenhio ettort o el prosis
Coms e, RN, (e WTEREvE OUF TR [ERRNES AN Fnsirasemem

#n B Dipporturiity Prowsder aoed Ergdneet




{5FPS } SANTA FE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Gloria O, Rendon Bill Balzner
Superintendent of Schools Chief Operations Officer

Educaticsah Banios Caiviai

Jomuary 2%, 2003

Brenda Martinez

Southwest Envirenmental Resources LLC
PO Box 6841

Santa Fe MM 87302

Re South Meadows Drve Extension
Project #5T-7549 (276); CN 7322

Dhear bels, Martines,

In reviewing the information kn your leter dated fanuary 5, 2003, the proposed construction of a
commection between South Meadows Rond at it’s interseetion with Agua Fria Street, 1o the WM 5540
Frontage Road at the Santa Fe County Read 62 crossing does not pose a significant impact 10 schools
goned for this ares.

Sincerely,
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98B-2455
gsolang@co saniada.nmous
35 Camino Justicia - Santa Fe, New Mexica 87508

January ET, 2003

Brancda Martinse
SW Envirenmaental
PO Box 5841

Sarda Fe N ET502

Diear Mz Marmnaz:

| have received and revewsd e efier you aodressed o Major Madnd regerdng Sauth Meadows
Dinve Extension. | wanbed to nform you that a Sangesnt from our depariment has inspecied the area of
concam. R is our baled thal this project wil banefil those residing and warking within Sanle Fe Caounty
by reducing reffic on Agua Fria Street In addition. e Santa Fe County Shenffs Depanment wil be
[pefter able 1o respond o cals in the ares due (o he fEct that £ wil alow sddional moutes for s o

armvie 0 8 imely manner

it you hawa ary addiional guestions or i | can be of further essstance. do not hesitale o call me at
EA-2455

Srcemely

Shanff Greg L Sclano
Sanila Fe County
Shenilf s Deparimend

AH EDUMAL CPPOATUMTY EMPLOYER




United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
New Mexico Bcologleal Services Field Orffice
2105 Osunn NE
Albuguergus, New Mexico 87113
Pheane: (303 346-2525 Fao: (305) 346-2342

Jamuary 21, 2003
Cons. # 2-22-03-1-152

Brenda Martinez, President

Southwest Environmental Resouarces, LLUC
PO, Box 6E41

Sanla Fe, New Mexico 87302

Dear Ms, Martinez!

Thank vou for vour Jamuary 5, 20003, letter requesting comments and information on habatats that
could be affected by the proposed City of Santa Fe South Meadows Drive Extension. The
propased project includes consiruction of a (.75 mile connection moad between South Mendows
Foad and MM 399, and construction of a bridge over the Santa Fe River. The project is located
in the City of Santa Fe, Santa Fe County, New Mexico.

We have enclosed o cument list of federally endanpered, threatened, proposed, and condsdate
specics, and specics of concern that may be found in Sants Fe County, New Mexico. Additional
information about these species is available on the Internet at <http:/nmrareplants.unmocduz,
<hitpfinmnhp .t edwbisonmbisonguery phpc, and
<higpefiifo2es fws goviendangeredspeciess,

Under the Endangered Species Act, as amended {Act). it is the responsibility of the Federal
nction agency or its designited representative 1o deerming i 4 proposed action "may affect”
endangered., threaened, or proposed species, or designated critical habitat, and if 50, 10 consult
with us Turther, 17 your action area fas suitable habitat Tor any of these species, wo recommensd
that species-specific surveys be conducted during the flowering season for plants and at the
appropriate tme for wilkdlife o evaluale any possible propect-related impacts. Please keep in
mind that the scope of fedemlly listed species compliance also mcludes any inerrelated or
interdependent project notivities (e, squipment stoging arens, offsie bormow muterial aregs, of
utiliey relocations) and any indirect or cumulutive effects,

Candidates and species of concern have no kegal protection under the Act and are included in this
document [or planning purposes only. We momitor the status of these species. 10 signifcant
declines are detected, these species could potentiolly be listed as endangered or thremened,
Therefors, actions that may contribute (o their decline should be aveaded. We recamimend (hin
candidates and species of concern be incleded in your surveys.




Brenda Martinez, President 2

With highway improvement und construction projects. we are particularly concerned with habstag
fragmentation, the loss of connectivity For wildlife popolations, und direct wildlife mostality.
Ridges, draws, riparian arcas, and arroyos ane comidors frequently used by wildlife (or
meveiment and dispersal. When constructing or modifying highways, we recommend thai
sirisciures be inchuded at regular intervals o allow wildlife w safely pass from ane side (o the
ather. Such structures include lurge culveris, overpasses, underpasses, and wnnels. Because
soime species of wildlife will not move through confined openings, structures providing
connectivity should be as large as possible. Bridpes should be as tall as possible and the
abutments as far apart as possible to allow safe passage under the bridge and along riparian
corridors adjacent to the stream. Prior to removing old bridges, we recommend that you
undertake surveys 10 determing if they are being wsed os bat roosts and wien construcling or
mexdilving bridges, we suggest that you design the undersides io provide bai roosting wreas.

Under Execunive Orders 1 1988 and 11949, Federal agencies are required (o minimize the
destraction, loss, or degradation of wetlands and foodplains. and preserve and enhance their
matuireal and beneficial values, We recommend you contact the US. Army Corps of Engineers for
permiliing requirements under section 404 of the Clean Water Act if your proposed sction could
impact flocdplaing or wetlands, These habitats should be conserved through svoidonce, or
mitigated o ensure no net loss of wetlands function and valoe.

Thee Migruicry Bird Treary Act (MBTA) prohibits the taking of migratory binds, nests, and eggs,
except us permitied by the U5, Fish and Wildlife Service, To minimize the likelibood of
aidverse impacts (o all birds protected under the MBTA, we recommend consirueion activithes
occur ouside the general migratory bird nesting seuson of March through August, or thas aneas
propased for construction during the nesting season be surveyed, and when occupied, avoided
until mesting iz complete.

We suggest vou contact the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, and the New Mexico
Energy. Minerals, and Matural Resources Depariment, Forestry Division for information
regnrding fish. wildlife, and plants of State concern,

Thank you for your concern for endangered and threatened species and New Mexico®s wildlife
hihitats. In future comespondence regarding this project, please refer to consultation # 2-22-(13-
1-132. If you have any questions about the information i this kemer, please contact John
Bransteiter at the letterhead address or al (505) 346-2323, ext, 4753,

Sincerely,

ﬁr F"i- % HL";’J;LEEG’F"“'J&\'
ay B, MNicholopoilos

Fizld Supervisor
Enclosure

cor (wiloenc)

Driractor, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, Sant Fe, New Mexico

Diirector, New Mexico Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department, Forestry
Diivision, Suants Fe, New Mexico
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FEDERAL ENDANGERED, THREATENED,
PROPOSED, AND CANDIDATE SPECIES
AND SPECIES OF CONCERN [N NEW BENICD
Congultation Number 2-2203-1-152
July 18, 200

Sapta Fg Coppty

ENDANGERED
Southwestess willow Mycatcher [Emplionas rallil exfin)

THREATEMED
Hald czgle {Halirsrhas feucecsphalus)
sexicar spotied owl (5trix occldentalic Tugida)

CAXDIDATE
Velivw-billed cuckon (Coaoyeus americanus)

SPECIES OF CONCERN
New Mexican meadow fmping mouse {Zapies hadicrming Ieterr)
Towssend s big-cased bat {Carynorsingg sovmsenilii)
Ametican peregniae falcon (Falen prregrimat anahen)
Arhic peregrine faloon [Falco peregrimur nmdriut)
Bapd's sparrow | Ammodramis bairdiry
wiountain plover (Charudrn martanus)
Marthern gusbawk {Aceipiter gratiis)
Western burrawing owl (drkene cunicibaria Rypuges)
Rie Grands sucker (Camsomus plebead)
Santa Fe cholls { Grantia vridifiora)

- PORAM




Index

Endongered

Threntened

Candidaie

Species of
Concem

b

Any species which 15 in danger of estinetion throughout all o a
significont portion of its range.

Any species which is likely to become un endangered species
withan the foreseeable Nuture throughout all or a significant portion
of §s fadige.

Candiciate Species (laxa for which the Service has sufficient
information to progose that they be added to list of endangered and
threatened species, but the listing action has been precheded by
other higher priority Nsting nctivities .

Taxa for which furiher biotogical research and field study re
needed to resolve their conservation starus OR are considered
sengitive, rare, or declining on lsts mointained by Natural Heritage
Programs, State wildlife agencies. other Federal agencies, or
professionalfacademic scientific societies. Species of Concermn are
included for plunning purposes only.
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February 11, 2003

Ms. Brenda Martinez

Southwest Environmental Resources, LLC
PO Box 6841

Santa Fe, NM 87502

RE:  South Meadows Drive Extension
Project #5T-7549 (276); CON 7322

Denr Ms. Martines:

Thank you for the opportenity w comment on the proposed alignments for the above-
referenced projects.  Portions will encumber Section 36, Township 17 Morth, Range 9 East
within the SE1/4, which is land hebd in mrust by this office for the commoen schools of New
Mexicn,

If the project comes w0 fraition, the New Mexico Stae Land Office would prefer enher
proposed alignments =A™ or *C-1". Both of these will encumber the west or cast edges of the
subpect state land property and will allow future development of the property.  If alignmem “C-
27 s sclecied, Uwe Land OMce would prefer e rowd be aligned oosecli o way il aer
property will have sufficient fromiage for ai least one access poim which can be used 10
lacilitite developmenit on the site.

Regardiess of which alignment is chosen for the extension of South Meadows, if it crosses smne
trust lamd, we will be happy 10 work with you on the necessary right-of-way easemgnls anmd
right-of-entry permits for surveying and other short-term activities which may be necessary
IFHIE 1 CONSTABCTIoN.

CWORKING FOR EDUCATION™




Ms. Brends Martinez
February 11, 2003
Page -2 -

If you have further questions, you may contact David Coss al 827-5733 or Marcus Garcia ar
BIT-5742.

Bt

JERRY KING
Assistant Commissioner for
Surface Resournces

Ce: Dave Coss
Marcus Garcia

TR mjgdde




€l camino real RIVER CONNECLION (CRRC)

200 wesl 0€ vaRGAS. SUIte 2
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S05-082-4712
February 4, 2003 By Fax and by Regular Mail

Southwest Environmental Resources LLC

PO # BB41
/ Santa Fe, NM 87502

ATTENTION: BRENDA MARTINEZ

Thank you for the opportunity to make comments on the proposed crossing at South
Meadows Drive Extension # ST-7548 (278); CN7322

El Gamino Real River Connection (CRRC) wanis the foliowing considerastions to ba
taken into account,

RESIDENTS The opinion of the residents of the area should be given first consideration
in all azpects of such a proposal as they are most directly affected.

HISTORIC The Santa Fe River is part of the National Historic Trail, El Caming Real de

Tierra Adentro. Any crossing should be physically and artistically sensitive to and
representative of the histonc nature of this rivar comidor.

| EMVIRONMEMTAL The environmental impact and design of any crossing or mad

! should involve experts on river restoration and stabilization such as the Sania Fe

Watershed Association,
PEDESTRIAN / BICYCLE PATH Any proposed vehicle crossing should include a

| planning process that includes CRAC affiliates for a possible public pedestrianibicycie
| crossing and under-pass.

| Approximately a hundred yards east of the currant Agua Fria / South Meadows

alignment with the Santa Fe River stands exists a stand of cottonwoods and a small
park-like setting. This natural satting shall not be disturbed. A road or crossing hare
would ba inappropriate.

ATY'S and NONCONFORMING MOTORIZED TRAFFIC — There is a senous problem
with ATV and other non-conforming motorized vehicles in the area parmitting rapid
'degradation of the river and surrounding area. Any crossing or road shall restrict access
1o the maximum any non-conforming motorized traffic axcapt to allow for the for healin,
safuunnd public welfara such as rescue or podice vehicles.

“ﬂmdhtw i
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State of New Mexico
ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT
Office of the Secretary
Haroid Runnels Building
1180 St Francis Drive, P.O. Box 26110
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502-6110
Telephone (505) 827-2855
Fax (505) 827-2836

H&m ROMN CLURRY

January 17, 2003

Brenda Mariinez, Presacient

Southwest Ervronrmental Resounces LLG
PO Box 5841

Santa Fe, MW 87502

Desar M, Martines

RE: SOUTH MEADOWS DRIVE EXTENSION DRIVE EXTENSION; PROJECT #5T-
7548 [276); N 7322

WMMEMMMMMMMMWHM
referanced projed ncluded in your January 5§, 2003 comespondencs fo the Depatment. The
following cormments are based on the informaticn received

The LS Enmmmm:ummnmmmu
Elimination System (NPDES) mnmhrmmmmmm
m{mmmmn:mmmnﬁmwmn in the distwbancs {or ne-
desturbance) of five or mare acres (one o more acres after March 10, 2003), imcluding
expansions, of total land area.  Because this project appears o exceed five acres (but
caralnly 1 scre), it will require appropriate MPDES permit coverage pricr to beginning
corstruction.

Mmguﬁumm.ﬂhwmwmnammeWPmﬁmm
immmmmmmmmmammmemm
{(BMPs) be installed and maintained both during and after construction to prevent, to the
extent practicable, pollutants (primarly sedimert, oil & grease and construchion materials
from construction sftes) in storm water runoff from enfering waters of the WS This pammit
@iso requines [hal permanent stahilizafion measures (revegetabion, paving, =i, and
mmmﬂmmmmaﬂMMnﬂmmﬂmm.
mwmm:.m.}mmmmmmmnwmwm.wmm
tarm, pobutants in storm water renoff from entering these watars.

You should alse be aware that EPA requires that all “operators” (see Federal Registorol,
MM1M.M&1HIMM}MWEE$M!WMW

permit coverage for this project.

In addition, under the MPDES Phase || Storm Water Reguiations pubkshed in Federal
Registerfol. 84, No. 295 Wadnasday, Decomber B, 1888, p 68722, USEPA require that




Brenda Martinez
January 17, 2003
Fagez

Santa Fe County obtain NPDES storm water permit coversge for &5 Mumicipal Segarate
Shorm Sewer Systern (MS4) by March 10, 2003, This permit program requsres that M54
operatars devalop, implement, and enforce a storm water management program to reduce
fhe discharge of pollutants from its WS4 to the "maximum exiest practicable” and profect
water gualty, NMED strongly suggests thal Santa Fe County examine the potential
irmoacts io water quality and its ability to aporopriately control pollutant loads from its storm
gwer systern during the review process for the subject, as well as all other, projects which
ray impact water quality.

You should alsa be aware that any excavation of placement of fill which will take place in
“waters of the United States” {induding ephemeral drainages) may require 8 Clean Water
Ast. Section 404 parmd from the LS. Army Corps of Engineers (COE)

Ve appreciats the opportunity to comment on this proec.

Sincersly,
P

Gad Cigas, Ph.D.

Ermarcnmentsl

MMED: File No. 1682ER

Coordinator




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

ALBUOUEROUE METRICT, CORPE OF ENGINEERS
4101 JEFFERSON PLAZA ME
ALMUMIUERTIE, NEW MEKICO §7199-243%
FAM |50%) 142-34BE

Y T Jiﬂuﬂ.r}" 14, 2003

ATTENTIN OF
Operations Division
Regulatory Branch

Ms. Brenda Martinez

Southwest Environmental Resources, LLC
P.O. Box G841

Santa Fe, New Mexico BT7502-6841

Dear Ms. Martinez:

Thia replies to your January &, 2001 (cypo of 2002), letter
regarding Santa Pe County’'s proposed South Meadows Road crossing
{CH 7322] in the Santa Fe River near Santa Fe, S5anta Fe County,
Mew Mexico. We have assigned Action Mo. 2002 006BE to this
activitcy.

A copy of ocur November B, 2002, juriedicticnal determination
leccay to My, George Herrera of Gannett Fleming West is enclosed.
The information in the letter remains valid regarding Section 494
permit requirements for the proposed project.

If you have any questions regarding this decerminatiom,
please feel free to write or call me at [505) 342-3216 or e-mail
at jean.e.mangersusace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

o 7, Pliarger__

ean E. Manger
Regqulatary Project Manager

Enclosure




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Fag (500) M42-4808

Y o Hovember 8, 2002
ATTEMTION 236,

Operations Divisien

Regulatory Branch

Mr. Gacrge Herrera, P.E,

Gannett Fleming West, Inc.

2155 Loulslana Boulevard, HNE, Suite 5000
Albwmueraue, New Mexico 87110

Dear Mr. Herrera:

Thia replies to your Nevember 4, 2002, agency scoping mesting
announcement regarding Santa Fe County's proposed South Meadows
Road crossing (CN 7332) in che Santsa Fe River near Santa Fa,
Santa Fe County, New Mexico., We have assigned Ackion Mo. 2002
00686 to this actiwiety.

We have reviewsd the project description, other records, and
documents available te us, The proposed project is regqulated
under the provieions of Secticn 404 of the Clean Water Act and a
Pepartmenc of the Army parmit will be required for the project.
This determination was made becaunse the Sanca Fe River, a
tributary of the Rio Grande, is a juriedictiopal water of the
United States. Diecharges of dredged and f£i1l material inks
waters of the Unired States require authorization under Seckicon
404 of the Clean Water Act. Types of discharges may include
piers, abutments, abutment protecticm, grade control,
channelization, bank protection, or other fills,

Santa Fe County should submit a permit application as soon as
project design features are known te insure that comstruction
plans are not delayed by the permit processing. One or more
nationwide permits may apply te the proposed project, The
application fomm, information about the nationwide permics, and
ather regulatory information may be ebtained om our weh sice at
www.5pa.usace.army.mil/reg/. Please submit with the application
a copy of any envircmmental amalysis or Environmental Impact
SEtatement that may have been prapared for the project.

Section 404 regulations recommend that the projest ha
deeigned to aveid or minimize the discharge of dredged or £ill
material into waters of the United Statea. The project must
comply with all applicable floedplain requlaticons. Any permit
igsued by rthe Corps of Enginesrs will not authorize any injury to

ALEUOLERGUE IESTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS ( ]
401 JEFFERSON PLAZA NE MARGER/ jemf3216
ALBUQUERQUE, MEW MEXICO 87106-3435 |
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the property or rights of othera, including interferenca with or
damage to any existing or proposed Federal project.

We appreciare this gpportunity bo comment on the proposed
project. IF you or Santa Fe County have any questions regarding
this determination, please feel free to writm or call me at {805}
342-3218 or e-mail at jean.e. mangerdusace.army.mil.

Sincerely,
SIGNED

Jean E. Manger
Requlatory Project Manager
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St 605
Sama Fe, Mew Mavico. FTE06

April 2, 2003 Office  |B05) B20-TER0
Facelmila {505) 820-7108

Mr. James Lujan

Puhlse Works Director

Santa Fe Counry

PO Box 276

Santa Fe, Mew Mexico 87504-0176

HMin: Gino r:h:r\ngzli:. PE

RE: Soauth Meadows Rond Location Study & Preliminary Design, Meetings witl
the BLM, ST-T54N 1761

Dear Mr. Lujan:

Thas leter documents the tan meetings held with the Burcan of Land Management [BLM)
regarding the roadway alignment being considersd for subject project that weould cross BLM land.

A meeting was held on March 14, 20403 in Taos with BLM stadT o discuss the proposed project
and to discuss the prasibiliny. of sedying potential alignments thoroegh BLM land, The follvwing

ware present:
Sam DeslGenrges BLM
Hal Knox = BLM
Sharcn Chorchill - BLM
Jamnes Lujan - Sants Fe County
George Hemem - Ciannett Fleming West, Tnc

The BLM was informed that the Location studies for the proposed South Meadows extension hod
already been wutinted, Santa Fo Covnty i the lead sgency, and is doveloping this project through
Severence Tox funding sdministered by the New Mexico Stme Highway & Trnsportation
Depanment (NMSHTLY, The initial phaszs of the project were developed following the
NMSHTD s Location Swdy Procedures (NEPA process), Activities completed to date include 1)
Agency Scoping Meeting, 2) development ol initial alternatives, 31 Agency/Tribal Consuliseon,
4) public mformation meeting, 5) mitial Engineering and Environmental invesigations. As per
the joim powers agreement between the County and the NMSHTD, this project was 19 be
developed as a “Cheeklist/Certification™ type project, which does not require exiensive approving
agency review of the location stadies ad associaied documensasion. Based on the preliminary
findings to dare, s well as agency and public mput, there appears 10 be support for the proposed
axiension of South Meadows Rl

Based on the initial findings, a5 well 85 ogency ond public inpwt. some of the more Tvomables
ahigniments being considered would cross a parce] of BLM land. The BLM expressed their desire
1+ conperute with the County in swdying on alignment for the South Mendows Road extension
theough BLM lond, Their conditions to do so are as follows:




|- That a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) hefween BLM and Sania Fe Coonty

be developed for the proposed acton. BLM suggested that the State Land Office

(8LOj also be mods & cooperating agency since they own adjacent lands.

That the: Archacological sive located an the southern part of the property be avoided.

Santa Fe County swbanit an application for Right-of-Way to the BLM i the alignment

chosen is the one that crosses BLM land,

4, Santa Fe Coumy develap the Location Stadses following BLM s NEPA procedures
und review process. The BLM also bag their own requirements for seleciing NEPA
camtractors (panty whe prepares the Environmental documentastion . BLM would
become the approving agency for the Enviconmental docurment, which is anticipated
1ix be st EAMFONER type document.

(NN

BLM concurmed that wust of the iniial effons undeciken as @ pam of be Location Stidies conld
be salvaged (ie. Agency Scoping Meeting, initial engineering and prefiminary environmental
studics, Public Infonmation mecting. Tnbal consultation, eic.§, hewever all BLM reqairements
wionld sl need o be met,

Hal Koox wall be the County's pomt of contact. Sharon Churchill will review: and approve the
environmental documentation.

A follow-up meetmg was held with BLM on April 1, 2003 in Sama Fe The fallowing were
firsent

Hal Enox = BLAM

Linda MacIntyn: : 510

Ging DeAngelis = Sunta Fe County Public Works
Cieorge Herrera - Giannen Flamamg West

Hul Koo prosemes seme sangibe MOUs for consideration for this project. Hal asked that these
be revaewed and that he be provided conmments. BLM will develop the final version. It was
agreed upon that the MO should be kept ns simple as possible.

The ksswe of whether of fiot the SLO meeded 1o be a pari of the MO, a5 0 coopersting agency,
was discussed. Mz Maclntyre stated that cypically they did not need to emter into these tpe of
agreements, and preferred (o just oontinus their involvement s o revisw agency; they have been
invelved with the praject since the early slages and would like to stay involved a5 an active
pariaee. She will follow-up on this issue, hovever, and will inform the BLM and Gannett Fleming
West of their decision,

M= Macintyre stated that the SLO wonld like to mazimize the value of the adjacent Stwie Lund
andl wiuld therelvre want access provided to it from South Meadows Road. This will require
negiations with one or two p:rivm.-: Propery owiers.

1 informed the BLM that Gammedt Fleming West is in the process of obtaning the services of an
Environmemal sub-consultant thist has prior expericnoe with developing BLM projects and has
worked with the BLM's Envaronmental staff in the past. Our archasobsgieal sub-consultant is also
perrmtied 1o do work with the BLM. An archasological repon has alresdy been prepared for the
existing anchapological site located on BLM land; this was previously done m smiicipation of a
proposed lud swap that did ot secir, Preliminary Cultoral resource studics for the remainder of
the stady area have alio been mtiated ws a purt of the Location study process, Mr. Knox stated
that BLM will need vo review the archagology report, In o effort to momamin costiniiny, we s




propose to keep our current eavirommental sul-censultant om the team for the public myolvement
cfforts.

Mr. Knon staved thot the Connty wall meed to develop o full “Plan of Developmens” (FOD). The
POE wenld deserbe things such as the “How, When, Where”, legal description of propeny
required., impaces to BLM, esc. This would need to be @ wiritten document, which could be wsed o
supplement the EA. Mr, Enox will provide a sample PO to the County. 1 exploined to Mr. Knos
that we cannot provide g legol description annl the studies are completed, an alignment is
selected. and npht-of-way surveys completed

The neéeud for the Coanty fo submil on application for Right-of-sway o the BEM wos reiterated.
An ndditional public meeling will be reguaired.

D to the mnocipated neview tme nequired by she BLM, thene were concerns that the current
sehedule of 773103 could not be met. It was recommended that the contract deadline be delaved
by 2 months to allow For the required review Hime,

It was supgested thal o meeting berween Hal Knox, Sharon Churchill, Geosge Hermera, Gino
DeAngelis, nmd the Envirommentnl sub—consubiant be scheduled as soom as possible o initinte the
coordinution for the environmental docomentatson, George Herrern will coordinate the meating.

A dhiscussed, 1 will fallow up with & revised seope of services mflecting the BLM requirerments,
andd will include a breakdown of gur new enviranmenial sub-consulant’s services.

e 4

George A, Herrera, P.E
Senior Project Monnger - GFW

fahi

oo Hal Kpow, BLM
Lirnda Maclntyre, SLO
Teresa Engles, LGB
Brendy Manine:. SWER
Miguel Cabaldon, NMSHTD
Steven Read/Erin Trajillo, NMEHTD
Muorcos Mendiola, SF County
Dianiel Razatos, SF County
Mike Malloy




Phase A Public Involvement

Ihe first public information meeting was held Wednesday, January 15, 2003 at Agua Fria
Elementary School, bocated at 7160 Agua Fria Road, Santa Fe, MM, 87505, Prior to the
mieting. display notices for this public meeting were placed in the Santa Fe Mew
Mexican, Meeting notices were mailed oul o over 600 residences, neighborhood
asgociations, and stakeholders in the project area. Motices were posted &t the Agua Fria
Elementury School, the Sama Fe Baptist Church, the Santa Fe County Fire Department,
and La Familin Medical Center

Approximatcly 25 people attended the meeting, not meluding study team members. . An
open-house format was wsed for the meeting, with a hrief presentation at 7:15 p.m. Santa
Fe Counly opened the mesfing with team introductions, and an explanation of the
purpose of the meeting Gannett Fleming West proceeded to describe the need for ihe
project and the engineering factors to be analyzed Gannett Fleming West presented fiour
mitml algnment alternatives developed and being considered. Southwest Environmental
chscussed the envirommental analyses that will be comducted, the public involvensent
process, and ways to comment on the project; Participants of the meeting were then given
the opportunity to voice ther comments, concems, and questions i a question-amd-
answer session. Seventeen {17) written comments were received

Fifteen questions’comments were posed af the time Santa Fe County transcribed the
procecdings.

In general, issues'concerns raised al the first public information meeting included the
fallowing

I 1s Aligmment A the only one that will give Cottonwood Mobile Home Park direct

accessT I g0, shouldn™ sidewalks be provided”

Iz there a timeline that there will be funding for the project?

Is | year the earbest timelme for construction?

The part that concerns me is where South Meadows connects 1o Airport Road,

Auawy timeling on thay?

5 The connection at Cottonwaond; iz that intended to provide an easement for the
general public for tratfic to get to Agua Fria Street?

6. As the road s being planned for fiuture development, are there plans for tility
expansion along this road besides the storm sewer” Expansion of water hines?
Undergrovnd glectrcity and so on’

7. Option B, is that about 300 feet from the river? 1 am concemed that thas aption
muight present 3 change in the environment along the Aver, which would mean
visual and maybe noise. [s this something that is being looked into?

& Is Rufina going 1o see relief from this road? Can it be included in the tratfic study
so that we can see if Rufina will see some relief?

9 As a private landowner., | favor the alignments that go across me. [ think the
miskdle alignment s the value of my property.

ot
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The Trust tor Public Lands has been working with vanious entities nround the
river hoping that in Some ways we can restore the foodplan, whether it is
keeping some of the trees alive in areas where they are currently alive, or flrther
down the river, For instance the City, County, State Land Office, and Camino
Real River Connection have heen waorking with the Trust to create open space
area and park further down river. Please make sure that vou incorpoaate any
potential fiture things that could happen, Right now there isn't a plan to put a trail
throaigh the project area. Il depends upon what the community wanis. For NM 599
there were efforts to create an underpass in two different areas so that there could
I 1l potentinl for trails in the future 1 hope that we can incorporate this into the
bridge srructure as well, particulady north of the river [ agree wath the landownes
thiat spoke before me, 1f we con mixumize his property value and mol have the
alignment bisect his property we should keep that into consideration

What tvpe of traffic. control iz planned for the new intersection” There will be
increased traffic.

. The NMDOT expressed preference for ahgnment C=2 because of the intersection

ety

| wmald Fike 1o see coordination with the NMSHTD regarding traffic counts and
proposed improvements, Look ai this in the long-term.

I am a transit {bus) user and would hike 1o see more people usmg a transit svstem
I5 transit being considered as pant of this projec®

Do all aspects of the design ncluding design speeds meet antenal roads task force
criteran?

My comments are m favor of the South Mendows extension, and prefer the route
that goes along the niver and then to the north.

I would ke traffic to flaw slowly, Choese the alignment that would cause traffic
o go 30 mph or slower, | would like the section between Adrport Road and Agua
Fria to not connect or at least (o be delayed as long s possble

We would like to see some walking trnilz on the north side of the Santa Fe River
Thank you for the great presentation, it was very productive and informative.

I am aware that the option (o place the Scuth Meadows extension alony the river
may solve some problems that the ather options do not, therefore it may be
optumal te place the South Meadows extension slong the river. However, 1 hope,
il this ogticon is approved that there would be other considerations and
impresvements that would be requdred asd put into place that would nubigate
tratfic so chose 1o the river cormidor. These might include a trail easement for
pedestrian, cycle. and equestrian use along with a small trail head and parking,
possibly some landscaping and grade desian (o reduce traffic sounds and extreme
vasibility from the river, and limbing the read extension to 2 lanes in perpetuity

Agency wnd Interest Group comments included

I
3
4

Meed o imcotporate rails indo design,

Alignment -2 most preferable {river vigibility, trails, etc))

Alignment B creates problems of access and design for fiture development
Alignment A would create access problems.
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Bridge over Santa Fe River could live severil resources concern areas associated
with it Must maimtain floodpinins.

Wetlunds must be avoided if present

Mo prine farmlands located in ared.

Cultural resources may be located in the study area.

Proposed extension does not pose significant impact to schools zoned for this
Arcie

River crnssing should be physically and artistically sensitive 1o and representative
of the historic mature of this river corndor,

. Design of any erassing should invelve experts on river restoration and

stubilizntion

. Any proposed vehicle crossng should include a planning process thil includes

Camino Real River Connection affiliates for possible public pedestrian'bicycle
crossing and underpass

Stand of eoltonwoods Iocated to the cast of the alignment should not be disturbed.
There is & serious problem with ATV and ather pon-confarming motarized
wihicles in the enea permitting rapid degradation of the fiver and surrounding

area. Crossing shosld restrict access

We urge that the bridge over the river be bridged with a clear span rather than
having a mid-chanmel support. We nlso ask thal you minimize the distance that the
read would follow the mver.

It is owr befief that the project will benefit those residing and workang within

Santa Fe County by reducing traffic on Agua Fria Streer In addition, the Sheriff s
Department will be better nble 1o respond to calls in the ares due to the fact that it
will allow additional roautes fir units 1o areive in a timely manner

The MM Game & Fizh does pot anticipate significant impacts from the proposed
project

The proposed project is regulated under the provisions of Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act and s DOA permut will be requared

The LSEPA requires NPDES permit coverage for storm water discharges.
LS00 has prowided list of federally endangered species for to assess if proposed
action “‘may affect” said species, along with associated requirements.
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BATIE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, LLC
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Cearr Orenda,

Trin [athér serves a5 Ty envimnmenisl findings folowing Bislogical and Threstarad and
Emnaﬂmwmmemm:mwmwm
propasad extension of Southwest Maadows Crive in e Chy of Sata Fa, Sarts Fe Courty,
M Meica, Thase surveys incheded (e necessary area for @ff proposed slemalves.

The project aren s iocated in the Desar Grass'and vegetstion typa (Dick-Peddis 1653)
Tn-mﬁﬂ,ﬂlh:;rwamunﬂhmylatm%ummmnm
typa. Thees sreas whem e vegedation is lacking & Incamd - the: southwest
comer betwaen Algnments A snd B whare the ground s almost compielely. deved of
vegateton, & fanced ame on Algnment 4 nesr County Rioad 62 that hay been recenty liled,
and @n area in e westem half hal was previously cxcaveied for bomow matedal
adciion. he surveyed amea has MUMeus roads Teoghout ana is wsed by Slerman

|

Fni-wing salibazsh (Afnokay conestens) raboibnieh (Ercmes nausesss), and wriadst
(Erodia jerats). Tras species are Svited b an anea of otormwood teas I S sauh cermre)
Py of S surveed area, 8 few scalitred juniper vees Hroughout, Bnd o coyom wilaw
froes found e st hmmwmwmwmmmmﬁuﬁ
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inciLde Fussian hise (Satoely kal), Wee chods (Cpun¥a imbecatal prickly pasr (Dounta
pokyacaetha), yocs { Yuoes plaucs), and many ofter species.

A¥igiirg

Tra nadve segetaion ans o developed nalune of this propeny and the suToundrng propeny
migkas it good habist kof nadve widile. Viildile species sapeciad o inhatit ihis hablat type
hclude rebois (Lepus sps. and Syfisgus sudubonll copobes [Danus datang), ard
mumerols smaller mammels and replies (heid mice, small ksands, and snakes)  Revens
(Convug coms) alsn equent this area.  Anmal species sean Junng f bislogeal suregy
ingiuded Evens, anis, and several small unused animal bumows. No other physcal signs of
widide wane found durng the biological surey.

It E e ummmm-ﬂmmm
mmnmfmmwhemwmummimm
amendad) (ESA), Fassarch compitad prior o fe thresened and andsngened spacies
oy dentfied no suilable rabdat for sy elale of fecerally sted TAE snrmal of plard
BOBCEE

Tweo pla specems conasiered io be rane by lhe New WMaxico Rare Planls Technica! Coursl
wen denified as having possbies suiiable habiat in the proact aren. These species are the
Santa Fe chola (Qpuntie wridliom) and the Senls Fa milkiveich (Asimgaius feanas)
Mesthar of fase specias e siored prolection under the E5A butwens induded in the T&E
survey o arsurs nd further reductons 0 hen populabon would coour a8 @ st of this
propect

hio surbatle natatal for ary federal or stale brled TAE speces and no desgraied cilice!
hadsila |y lecabed on this propedy, In sddSon. no TRE or raw soecen ware seen during Bha
Treatemsd anc Endangeme: Speces survay. Therslom, no lesanmly o sime kstes TEE or
e speces wil be impacied by e extznsion of South Meagows Drve.

This area doss provds Suitable pass-through and summar naketat igr migratng o soecies
o migreting brds of redls wers Ssen during the biological su~wy and mo burrows suitable
for DUrowng owls wens fourd.  Decsuse the biological survey 'was compiaed n Decembar
outside of e yeary mgrabon penod, no Migralony brd speces ware sxpeced  However #
gracing Tor the roadbed, iee rermovel, of any alher ground distrbance (8 b coour behueen
fach and Septamzer 1 s recommended that B migratary e sunvey be complated prar to
TS COnSbrLChon.

Ypiancs

A watand delneation of the Sama Fo River amoys was compieted on Decembes 16 2003 n
ascaraanos i B LS Ary Cop of Engoieers (COS) 1987 Maruel  De'rmaabon fonns
are ncleded as aachments  The Santa Fe Flver at tha proposad mad orossing wes found
o e an atypical s profile. Thes s due 0 drarage consiructon hes hes mdently been
compiated & Tis IoGEion.  Dranags Improvemments al this iocsion Moioe 8 box cuvan
locaied o tha southeas! of e prooosed rosd croesing end & concrete ooling”
{approoimately 1 foob wice) that was pisced acrods the armoyo pepencicular o e fiow of
W In sediton tham is an exsting unimproved madway Bal crosses e armoye at s
Izzation thal mey nave furiher inlluenced e soile
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Alinough hydmingic characiaisics 4 presen], Mem & o vegetation n the ane of impaecl
i iha Sanla Fe e amoge Thamsfore, no welands are pragent in the Sania Fa Rver at
tis lacabon . Mo oher walants were found in e sunveyed ATa

CONGCIuENE

A5 3 result of the Bickogical and TAE survrys suiiable tabitat for retve vegetation ard
wiictlifis, sw rare it Species, and migralody birds was found. Some nakve vegatatan wil
be parnanentsy kst due 1o consinection of the proposed sxtanson of South IAeadows Dmve
Howevar, no sulaDke habitat or crltcal designated habitat for any stewe of federally sted
TAE spacies s found 37d Nt TEE of rane specis were seen. No TAES o rive spacies wil
b afecied by coastruetion of Pus Aeacway,

o krEIEY DI weare BEaN In e Sunveyed Bnea and no bumows suliabls for bumowing
owis ware ooaies,  Howewsr, due fo the completion of e survey n Decemoer 4 s
recommandss Tial @ migewory bird survey be completed prior 1o consinelion f sy
coftomved reas Bre going o be removed or 1 amy grading o ofner sanmmeork sctivtios wil
accur bateeen Manch and Saptembar,

Mo wetianos were found within the area of ha proposed crossng of the Santa Fe River
amoyn Mo megaton of further imesbgation is nesded

Sirraty,

Jessia L. Bate




APPENDIX B
Sensitive Plant & Animal SpeciesList
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PLANTS BY COTINTY

SANDOVAL

Abroaia bigelovil L2

Adeder resififlorur L2

Asrragalus feernsis L1

Arragaluy iodoperalus 12

Artragaiur knighaii LI

Epipacris giganiea L2

Ercobaria misrowrieesis L3

WHewchern pulohedla 13

Lilium philoclelphicum var. gadingm L1

SAN JUAN

Selerocaaur cloverioe smp. brackii L1
Srierocactur mesee-verdne L1

SAN MIGUEL
Apclepiay uncindis 1.2
Cypripediswn pubercens L1

Delphinizm apellvair L1

Erigerva subglober L2

Herrickin hovrids 12

Heuchera pulchella L2

Ipomopeis sorcr-spirifas L1

Lilismm philadeiphicum war, andimem LI

SANTA FE
Abrania higelowi L2

Asrragalur cnsrenerd L2
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List of species by county for New Mexioo:
Cidinlaes Selected; Santa Fe
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l-.'i:nm Fe Coonnty

Aoy hrgelavi

Fuier Arriba, Sandoval, Sania Fe

Axtreizulig CLIUNeT

Rio Artiba, Santa Fe, Taos

Lateergainas frenscs

Bemalille, Hidalgo, Sandoval, Santa Fe,
Tomrance

{ gl xidicess

Ciuaclalupe, Santa Fe, Torrance

(e frcfenlita

Sunla Fe

Dretplidavizan sapedfinis

Bemalillo, Los Alamos, Mora, Sandoval, San
Miguel, Santa Fe

Hoekedipn hivsnga

Colfax, Moro. Rio Arriba, Sandoval, San Migpel,
Santa Fe, Taos

enizelia gpriigoee

Los Alamos, Sandoval, Santa Fe

Clppensiar viendiffora

Santa Fe

Rubars wliopae

Santn Fe

Seliginetla wemtherhiang

Colfax, San Miguel, Sarita Fe, Taos

hintg | wmrareplinis. s, edis mmrptes county, hm

112704




