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October 24, 2003
Supplement of Understanding for the Bureau of Land Management Roswell Field Office Application for Cave Entrance Permit
WARNING:  There is an inherent danger in entering caves.  If you were injured, rescue may not be possible due to very small crawl areas, varying elevations, and tight turning corners.  If you enter caves, you do so at your own risk, realizing the danger of injury or death (See below).  

IF A PERMIT IS GRANTED:

1. Permittees agree that as a condition precedent to the issuance of a permit, they will indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the United States and/or its agencies and representatives against and from any and all demands, claims, or liabilities or every nature whatsoever including, but not limited to, damages to property, injuries to or death of persons arising directly or indirectly from or connected in any way with the use and occupancy of the lands and cave(s) described on this authorization (Public Law 96-95, Public Law 100-691, Federal Cave Resources Protection Act of 1988, 43 CFR 2920.7(f)(3), 43 CFR 8364.1, 43 CFR 8360.0-7, 30-15-6 NMSA 1978).  Additionally, permittees will agree and accept the provisions of 17-4-7, New Mexico State Statutes, regarding landowner liability applicable to actions occurring under the permit.
2. This permit neither authorizes nor implies permission for the intentional or unintentional damage or removal of cave resources, such as:  archaeological and historical artifacts, natural materials or features, plant and animal life, or any item of public property.  Violations of federal or state laws, general conditions or special stipulations are punishable, upon conviction, by fines up to $10,000.00, or imprisonment not to exceed one year, or both (Public Law 96-95, Public Law 100-691, Federal Cave Resources Protection Act of 1988, 43 CFR 8364.1, 43 CFR 8360.0-7, 30-15-6 NMSA 1978).  It is illegal to dig in this cave without a separate Dig Permit from the BLM authorized officer.
3. Each person in the caving party will wear either an ANZI-certified construction-grade hard hat or UIAA- approved caving or rock-climbing helmets, with non-elastic chin strap fastened at all times while in the cave.  No other helmet type, such as bike, skateboard, football, military, equestrian, is allowed. 
4. Each caver will have in their possession at least three sources of light, preferably electric.
5. At least one person in the caving party must be 18 years of age or older and will be responsible for the actions of younger members of the party.
6. All materials (flagging tape, litter, etc.) taken into the cave(s) by the Permittees must be removed and properly disposed of at the end of each cave visit.  It is appreciated if you remove any obvious trash.  However, do not remove previously placed flagging tape, reflective markers, or survey markers.
7. All pets are prohibited from entering cave(s).
8. All fences and gates that are equipped with locks are to be secured while permittees are in the cave and before they depart from the cave area.  Mechanical problems with locks will be promptly reported to the authorizing officer.
9. Fort Stanton, Crockett’s and Targac’s (Torgac’s) caves are annually closed for bat hibernation from Nov 1 – April 15.

GENERAL HAZARDS 
** Watch diligently for hazards, because caves are dynamic and additional hazards not listed below may have appeared after the cave was last inspected. **
1. Loose breakdown.
2. Low or tight passages.

3. Intermittent stream flow with deep pools (usually seasonal).

4. Hypothermic conditions.
5. Steep slopes.

6. Muddy conditions.

7. Extremely long crawls.

8. Low ceilings.

9. Loose rocks.

10. Slippery surfaces.

11. Uneven floors.

12. Darkness.

NOTE:  Permission to be exempted from any of the above stipulations must be obtained in writing from Bureau of Land Management (BLM) you prior to entering the cave. 
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY (cave rescue, serious injury, death, illegal entry, occurring vandalism):  911 or BLM 24-HOUR Emergency Number 1-800-650-7498 (tell the dispatcher to send BLM Ranger, state police & cave specialist), or call Bill Murry or Albert Najar at BLM Valley of Fires Recreation Area, Carrizozo (505) 648-2241

For other non-emergency situations, such as lock/combination problems call the BLM Valley of fires Recreation Area (above), or the BLM dispatch at 1-800-650-7498 (tell the dispatcher to contact Mike Bilbo, Bill Murry or Albert Najar) or call BLM Cave Program Volunteers Frank Everitt (505-626-1826) or Stephen Carter (505-808-1204). 
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