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BLM Director Offers Public Lands in Support of President Bush’s Initiative 
to Promote Improved Health Through Visiting Public Lands

Bureau  o f  Land  M anagemen t  (BLM )  Di rec to r  Ka th leen  C la rke  o ff e red  he r
suppo rt  of   President  B ush’s new  He althier  US  Ini t iative,  anno unce d June  12,
to p rom ote  im pro ve d h ea lth th rou gh  the  be ne fits o f ph ysic al a ctiv ity a nd  the
stres s re du cin g e xp erie nc es th at v isiting  Fe de ral p ub lic lan ds p rov ide .  A s
pa rt of  the  Pr esid en t’s C om pre he nsiv e F itne ss A ge nd a, th e In itiativ e w ill
inc lud e a n e ntra nc e fe e-f ree  w ee ke nd  on  Jun e 2 2-2 3, 2 00 2, to  pu blic  lan ds
s it e s ac ross the  coun try .

“I a m  ve ry e xc ited  ab ou t the  Pr esid en t an d In terio r S ec reta ry N orto n in vitin g
all  of A m erica to co m e ou t and v isit  the m agn ificent natural  an d cu ltural
resource s througho ut our cou ntry,” said D irector  Clarke .   “Phy sical  f i tness
pla ys a  role  in th e h ea lth a nd  w ell-b ein g o f all A m eric an s, an d w ha t be tter
w ay  to re ne w  bo th th e m ind  an d b od y th an  by  visitin g A m eric a’s  spe cia l
p l aces and  na tu ra l  tr ea su res .   The  en tr ance  f ee- f ree  weekend  w ill be  a
wo nderful  op portunity for  our v isi tors  to expe rience their  pub lic lands,
ex erc ise th eir m ind s an d b od ies, w hile u pliftin g th eir sp irits.”

C urr en tly, th e B L M  ha s m ore  tha n 2 0 m illion  ac res  of la nd  tha t is av aila ble  to
the  pu blic  for  rec rea tion .  T he se a cre s inc lud e N atio na l M on um en ts, N atio na l
Co nservation A reas,  W ild and Sc enic R ivers,  W ilderness and W ilderness
Stu dy  A rea s, an d m iles o f H istoric  an d S ce nic  trails.  T he  B LM  m an ag es
the se la nd s in a cc ord an ce  w ith th e F ed era l Po licy  an d M an ag em en t A ct
(F L PM A ), w hic h p rov ide s fo r the  m ultip le u se o f pu blic  lan ds,  inc lud ing
rec rea tion .  La st ye ar a lon e, m ore  tha n 6 2 m illion p eo ple  visite d B LM  lan ds. 
T he se v isitor s pa rticip ate d in  ac tivitie s su ch  as: b oa ting , ca m pin g, p icn ick ing ,
sce nic  driv ing , fish ing , hu ntin g, s w im m ing , raf ting , off -hig hw ay  trav el,
interpretat ion,  and edu cational  act ivi t ies .



“T his is  a tim e u nlik e a ny  oth er in  ou r his tory , an d m an y p eo ple  are  in n ee d
of o utlets   to re lea se th e stre ss a nd  ten sion  tha t affe ct so  m an y A m eric an s,”
said  D irec tor C lark e. “ Th e p ub lic lan ds, in clu din g o ur ‘ Jew els o f the  W est,`
prov ide nu rturing for the so ul and  the be auty a nd so li tude  of a na tural  art
museum .   We  a re  p roud  to  manage  p l aces where  a  pe r son  can  expe ri ence
bo th p ea ce  an d re inv igo ratio n.”

  – m o r e –  



A ll B L M  en tran ce  fee s, inc lud ing  co m m erc ial to ur e ntra nc e fe es, w ill be
w aiv ed  for  the  tw o d ay s of  the  fee -fre e w ee ke nd .  T he  B L M s en tran ce  fee
sites  are : A na saz i H erita ge  C en ter, C olo rad o; M ilne r H istor ic R ec rea tion
A rea , Ida ho ; R ed  R oc k C an yo n N ation al C on ser va tion  A rea , N ev ad a;
N atio na l H istor ic O reg on  T rail V isitor  C en ter, O reg on ; Y aq uin a H ea d
O utsta nd ing  N atu ral A rea , O reg on ; an d W ildw oo d R ec rea tion  A rea , O reg on . 
T he  fee  w aiv er e xte nd s to d ay  use  or s erv ice s fe es, e xc ep t for  sites  tha t
req uire  a re ser va tion  an d d oe s no t inc lud e fe es u nd er B L M ’s S pe cia l
Re creat ion P erm it  authori ty or  overnight  cam ping fees.

Th e B LM  also w orks to a chiev e an o utdoo r recrea tion netw ork, throu gh
partnersh ips,  with state an d loca l com m unities to prov ide op portun ities for
ph ysic al fitn ess  in u rba n se ttings  be yo nd  pu blic la nd  bo un da ries.  T he
W ond erful O utdoo r W orld (W O W ) prog ram , m anag ed b y the B LM ’s Eas tern
Sta tes O ffic e in  Sp ring field , V a., is  on e e xa m ple  of h ow  the  B L M  pro vid es
op po rtun ities f or y ou th to  lea rn a bo ut a nd  pa rticip ate  in e nv iron m en tal
stew ard ship  thro ug h c om m un ity ca m p o uts a nd  spe cia l ac tivities a nd  ev en ts. 
Th e prog ram , now  in i ts  third year,  has re ache d m ore than  5,000  8-12 -year-
o lds in  the  W ash ing ton , D .C .  a rea .

The BLM, an agency of the U.S. Department of the Interior, manages more land—262 million surface
acres—than any other Federal agency.  Most of the country's BLM-managed public land is located in 12
Western states, including Alaska.   These lands, once remote, now provide the growing communities of the
West with open space that gives the region much of its character.  The Bureau, which has a budget of $1.8
billion and a workforce of 10,000 employees, also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral
estate throughout the Nation.  The BLM’s "multiple use" mission is to sustain the health, diversity, and
productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  The BLM
accomplishes this by managing for such resources as outdoor recreation, livestock grazing, and energy and
mineral development that helps meet the nation’s energy needs, and by conserving natural, historical,

cultural, and other resources on the public lands.   


