Farmington Resource Management Plan

APPENDIX C

8. WILDLIFE

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Nine Wildlife Areas have been designated
within the high oil and gas development area
because they contain wildlife habitat that is
important mainly to game animals such as
deer, elk, and turkey. Some of the areas are
important to provide protection from
disturbance during winter, a period of stress.
Other areas contain habitat for Merriam’s
turkey, black bear, mountain lion, Abert’s
squirrel, a wide wvariety of songbirds and
raptors, and is potential habitat for the Mexican
spotted owl, an endangered species.

Designation of these Wildlife Areas enables
the FFO staff to focus habitat improvements,
other management, and monitoring to the
areas that will be the most beneficial to wildlife.
The staff plans to continue monitoring wildlife
populations and quality of habitat, and to work
with adjacent federal and tribal land managing
agencies to coordinate wildlife monitoring and
habitat management.
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APPENDIX C

CEREZA CANYON WILDLIFE AREA

Site Description:

There are a total of 45,266 acres within the
boundary of Cereza Canyon Wildlife Area, of
which 17,912 acres are public land acres (BLM)
and 27,868 acres are federal mineral acres.

The area identified provides significant
habitat for deer and elk, especially in the
winter. Habitat improvements and increased
protection during periods of stress, such as
wintertime, will be beneficial to big game.

Management Goal:
Manage to protect wildlife habitat.

Management Prescriptions:

1. Seasonal timing limitations on drilling
and construction in new and current oil
and gas leases from 12/1 through 3/31.

2. Manage new oil and gas leases under
Controlled Surface Use constraint.

10.

11.
12.

Controlled surface use on leasable and
salable minerals.

Open for locatable minerals.
Acquire inholdings within the SDA.

Allow ROWs on a case-by-case basis
with special management constraints
and mitigation.

OHVs limited to maintained roads,
designated routes and trails.

Implement Class IV VRM designation.

Allow the cutting/collection of firewood
with a valid permit.

Manage vegetation to provide for the
needs of wintering deer and elk. Apply
limited fire suppression.

Continue permitted livestock grazing.

Implement wildlife habitat improvement
projects.
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APPENDIX C

CROW MESA WILDLIFE AREA

Site Description:

There are a total of 38,252 acres within the
boundary of Crow Mesa Wildlife Area, of which
34,189 acres are public land acres (BLM) and
34,264 acres are federal mineral acres.

This site provides habitat for a variety of
wildlife species. Resident populations of deer
and elk remain static to slightly increasing. The
potential exists to further increase these
populations if additional habitat improvements
and protection can be provided.

Management Goal:

Manage the Crow Mesa Wildlife Area with a
focus on protecting big game and their habitat.

Management Prescriptions:

1. For new and current oil and gas leases,
seasonal timing limitation on drilling
and construction from 12/1 through
3/31.

2. Manage existing oil and gas leases
under Controlled Surface Use
constraint.

10.

Manage new oil and gas leases under
Controlled Surface Use management
constraint.

Allow ROWs on a case-by-case basis
with special management constraints
and mitigation.

OHVs limited to maintained roads,
designated routes and trails.

Designate as Class Il and IV VRM area.
Allow limited firewood collection.

Manage browse species such as
antelope bitterbrush, big sagebrush, and
mountain mahogany to provide for the
fall/winter use of deer. Maintain
adequate herbaceous forage for elk use
yearlong and spring/summer deer use.
Apply limited fire suppression.

Livestock grazing by signed agreement.
Approximately 14,000 acres of the SDA
has been retired from livestock grazing.
The remainder of the SDA will continue
permitted livestock grazing.

Implement wildlife habitat improvement
projects.
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